Village of Ortonville

Township Offices – 395 Mill Street, Ortonville, MI 48462

Ortonville Village Council Meeting

October 26, 2009 – 7:00 P.M.

President Quisenberry called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call:

Present: Green, Champion, Eschmann, Batten, Nivelt, Quisenberry

Absent:   

Also Present: Village Clerk – Heidi Barckholtz, Village Treasurer – Larry Brown, Bob Hauxwell, DPW Director and approximately four other people.

Approval of Agenda:

Under New Business add – A. Street Sweeping

Under New Business add – B. Plaque for Mary Kassuba

Under New Business add – C. OTV Cable access Expenditure

Under Unfinished Business add – C. Council Vacancy

Motion by Trustee Batten, seconded by Trustee Eschmann, to approve the agenda with additions.

All in favor, the Motion carried.

Approval of Council Meeting Minutes:
A. Minutes of Village Council Meeting – October 12, 2009

Corrections:  
1. Correct the spelling of Trustee Nivelt’s name.




2. Note Trustee Batten was absent “with notice”

Motion by Trustee Green, seconded by Trustee Nivelt, to approve the minutes of the October 12, 2009 meeting.

All in favor, the Motion carried.

B. Minutes of the Village Council Special Meeting – October 5, 2009

        Corrections:          1. Correct the spelling of Trustee Nivelt’s name.

Motion by Trustee Champion seconded by Trustee Eschmann, to approve the minutes of the October 5, 2009 with corrections.

All in favor, the Motion carried.

Acceptance Items:

A. Treasurer’s Report – September 2009

Council Reviewed. Items Accepted


Disbursements:

Clarification sought for the following invoices:

#4 Clarification was requested and received on the 2007 cable funds.

Motion by Trustee Eschmann, seconded by Trustee Green, to approve the disbursements in the amount of $74,587.12.

Roll Call:


Ayes:  Eschmann, Champion, Green, Nivelt, Batten, Quisenberry


Nays:

All in favor, the Motion carried.

DPW update:

1. Worked on all snowplow equipment and noted the DPW is ready for snow removal.

2. All Village flagpoles have working lights.

3. The Clock is in need of repair. Bob noted he can send the movements by mail to a repair shop in Cincinnati for $240.00 and they will repair and send back. 

4. Did work on Mill Street trying to dry up the water on the hill.  A pipe was installed that is helping to dry up the sidewalk.

5. Cleaned up the brush and trees on Village Court for easy snow removal

6. Noted he and Justin continue to clean up the DPW yard.

7. Sidewalk trees need to be replaced, the majority of trees are out of control and need trimming. Would like the Council to tour the trees to see what can be done.

Public Comments (Agenda Items Only):
Coleen Skornicka – 175 Granger Road - Stated interest in the Village Council vacancy.

She noted she is a seventeen year resident of the Village, has two children, and is starting her own business. She is looking forward to assisting the Village.

Unfinished Business:

A. Use of Village Streets – 
President Qusinberry had an opportunity to discuss with Superintendent McMahon about the amount of school busses using Village streets.  Superintendent McMahon clarified that because of the new school on Oakwood road they are using Harvey Swanson as a depot for students to be dropped off and then bussed to the new school.  Due to the location of the Oakwood school they buses have to use Village streets.  President Quisenberry did note that next year there is a different plan for bussing which could reduce the traffic in the Village and the bus weight limits do comply with MSP guidelines.
B. Tree Stump Removal-  

President Quisenberry presented to the Council that in a past meeting they had approved the removal of several trees and stumps in the Village right of way.  After the completion of the project a Church Street resident approached President Quisenbery asking why a large stump in front of their home had not been removed along with the others that had just been done.  It was determined it had been an over sight of the previous manager. President Quisenberry contacted A Cut Above to have it removed and they had their sub-contractor, A-1 Stump, remove the stump for $100. 

Motion by Trustee Eschmann, seconded by Trustee Green, to pay A-1 Stump Company the amount of 100.00 for the stump that was missed the last set of trees that were cut.  

Roll Call:

Ayes: Batten, Nivelt, Eschmann, Green, Champion, Quisenberry


Nays:

All in favor, the Motion carried.

B. Council Vacancy.

Discussion occurred between Council members about possible candidates to fill the vacant Council position.  President Quisenberry noted although Coleen Skornicka expressed interest he thought Council should wait another week or so to see if there was any other interested candidates.  Trustee Green noted there was no need to wait because Coleen Skornicka was viable candidate.

Motion by Trustee Green, seconded by Trustee Champion, to appoint Colleen Skornicka to fill the remainder term of Mary Kassuba’s council seat vacancy.

Roll Call:


Ayes: Green, Champion, Batten, Eschmann


Nays:  Nivelt, Quisenberry

Motion carried with a 4 to 2 vote.

New Business:

A. Street Sweeping – 

Trustee Nivelt questioned the need for street sweeping before and after Halloween. After further discussion it was clarified that street sweeping was done for Septemberfest but not Halloween. 

B. Plaque for Mary Kassuba

Trustee Green asked that a plaque be ordered for Mary Kassuba’s years of service to the Village Council.  It was noted that Heidi Barckholtz, Village Clerk would order it with the help of Trustee Green for the appropriate wording and information.

C. OTV Cable Access expenditure

Greg Normand explained to the Council that the character generator that is used in the school studio that works along with the cameras was no longer working.  He noted that with out this component the cameras in the studio would not work.  The cost to replace the computer is approximately $3000.00. 

Motion by Trustee Green seconded by Trustee Nivelt, to recommend to Brandon Township to approve the purchase of the Character generator in the amount of $3174.00  

Roll Call:

Ayes: Eschmann, Green, Champion, Nivelt, Battten, Quisenberry

Nays:

All in favor, the Motion carried.

Public Comments (Items not on Agenda):

None

Items from trustee:

Trustee Champion – Questioned the insurance of the Old Mill. She sought clarification because the Historical Society does not have insurance on the contents and the Village only insures the building.  She questioned whether the Historical Society should be covering the contents.

Trustee Nivelt – Noted that the Co-op student, who is a Brandon High School senior, is set to start on November 21, 2009, which is the beginning of the trimester.  She is committed for three months and will work three to three and half hours a day.
Closed Session:

To review and consider contents of application for employment.

Motion by Trustee Green, seconded by Trustee Eschmann, to move to closed session.

Roll Call:


Ayes: Green, Batten, Nivelt, Eschmann, Champion, Quisenberry


Nays:

 All in favor, the Motion carried.

Moved to closed session at 8:20 p.m.

Motion by Trustee Batten, seconded by Trustee Green, to move to open session.

All in favor, the Motion carried.

Moved to open session at 9:00 p.m.

Motion by Trustee Green, seconded by Trustee Nivelt, to hire William Sprague to have an all-inclusive biweekly pay of 1730.00 with no benefits and no review.

Roll Call:

Ayes: Green, Nivelt, Eshcmann, Quisenberry

Nays: Batten, Champion

Motion carried with a 4 to 2 vote.

Motion by Trustee Batten, seconded by Trustee Nivelt, to adjourn the Village Council meeting.

All in favor, the Motion Carried.

Meeting adjourned at 9:12 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Heidi Barckholtz

Village Clerk
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