Village of Ortonville

Township Offices – 395 Mill Street, Ortonville, MI 48462

Ortonville Village Council Meeting

August 24, 2009 – 7:00 P.M.

President Quisenberry called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call:

Present:  Batten, Green, Champion, Eschmann, Nivelt, Kassuba, Quisenberry

Absent:   None

Also Present: Village Manager - Ed Coy, Village Clerk – Heidi Barckholtz, Village Treasurer – Larry Brown, and approximately ten other people.

Approval of Agenda:
Added Item B (New Business) – Sign Ordinance at the request of Trustee Green.

Motion by Trustee Kassuba, seconded by Trustee Eschmann, to approve the agenda 
All in favor, the Motion carried.

Approval of Council Meeting Minutes:
  A. Minutes of Village Council Special Meeting – July 30, 2009

Corrections: None

Motion by Trustee Champion seconded by Trustee Nivelt, to approve the minutes of t
he July 30, 2009 Village Council Special Meeting.

All in favor the Motion carried.

  B. Minutes of the Village Council Meeting – August 10, 2009

Corrections: Page 5 – Add August 30, 2009


         
         Page 2 – Name correction – Amy Guirey

Motion by Trustee Green, seconded by Trustee Nivelt, to approve the minutes of the August 10, 2009 Village Council meeting with corrections.

All in favor, the Motion carried.

Acceptance Items:

A. Treasurer’s Report – August 2009

Council Reviewed. Item Accepted


Disbursements:

Clarification sought for the following invoice(s):

 #2 Questioned how and why the invoice was paid late?

.  

Motion by Trustee Eschmann, seconded by Trustee Batten, to approve disbursements in the amount of $ 3,881,38.

Roll Call:

Ayes:  Green, Champion, Eschmann, Nivelt, Batten, Kassuba, Quisenberry             

Nays:  

All In Favor the Motion carried.

Public Comments (Agenda Items Only):

Kathy Wood – Stated dissatisfaction with the job performance of the skate park monitor.  She noted that she would like to apply for the job if it ever came available and she would supply a resume.  She further noted that the park monitor is allowing things to happen at the park that should not be going on.

Glennis Hubbard – Stated she is aware that the dog committee put a lot of work into researching the new ordinance and the wording of it, but felt that the neighbors with the pit bull issues should have had recourse weeks ago.  She also noted that the loose dog issue is reminiscent of the skate park issues, people came to the board for help and nothing got done.

Unfinished Business:

A. DPW
Discussion started on the DPW with noted concern about the lack of comparative proposals for contractual services versus an in house DPW.  Trustee Champion noted she has only received one response from a company and felt it needed further research.  Trustee Nivelt clarified that she did look into pricing for contracting with an outside agency such as Kelly services.  She further noted that President Quisenberry’s proposal was better money wise and was no longer a proponent of an outside agency type of service.  She also stated that a full time and a part time person would be perfect for the Village’s needs and if a large snow fall occurred the Village could call in extra help as needed.  Trustee Green agreed with Trustee Nivelt but felt the Village should be careful of the wording used to describe DPW employees so to avoid union issues.  Manager Coy noted that seasonal and full time are the correct terms to use with Justin being the first seasonal.  He further added any motion should include the word seasonal.  Further discussion continued among the Council members about the need for more research into contracting with an outside agency before a final decision was made on the DPW.  Trustee Eschmann noted he thought Justin was doing a good job and questioned why additional help could not be hired to help with Septemberfest. 

Motion by Trustee Green, seconded by Trustee Batten, to have the manager hire a seasonal employee for Septemberfest or until a full time person is hired or services are contracted out.

Roll Call:

Ayes:  Nivelt, Champion, Green, Eschmann, Batten
Nays:  Kassuba, Quisenberry 

Motion passed with a 5 to 2 vote.

B. Dangerous Animal Ordinance

Discussion started with Manager Coy introducing the ordinance. He covered the content of the ordinance along with the changes made by the Village Attorney.  Trustee Nivelt added that she met with Sgt. Burkett of the Oakland County Sheriff’s Department and he stated the newly drafted ordinance would be enforceable and would give the Sheriff’s department leeway to move forward in protecting Village residents.  Trustee Nivelt also clarified that the Council did act and respond on behalf of the residents by doing things behind the scenes such as calling animal control, calling Sgt. Burkett, talking to residents, and drafting and completing a new ordinance to further protect against the continuing dog issues.  President Quisenberry noted although this was one of the best versions of a dangerous animal ordinance he had seen, that did not necessarily mean he supported it.  He further noted that the enforcing of the current leash laws would likely solve the problem.  

Motion by Trustee Green, seconded by Trustee Nivelt, to adopt the Dangerous Animal Ordinance.  

Roll Call: 

Ayes: Nivelt, Batten, Green, Champion, Eschmann, Kassuba,


Nays: Quisenberry

Motion passed with a 6 to 1 vote.

New Business:

A. Skate Park – Requested By Trustee Batten

Trustee Batten brought to the Council’s attention that he continuously receives complaints about the conduct of the skate park monitor from the people living near the park.   The complaints consist of not watching the kids, talking to people on the street with his back turned to the park, and allowing the kids to litter up and down Ball Street.  Trustee Batten noted that the things that are going on should not be going on with a skate park monitor present and some thing needs to be done about the issue.  Trustee Nivelt also stated she had become aware of some of the issues pertaining the monitor and agreed there is an issue.  She further noted that he needs to maintain better control of the park and the idea of a weekly log or journal may not be a bad idea to hold the monitor accountable.  President Quisenberry upon hearing the complaints requested that Manager Coy conduct a comprehensive review or assessment of Bob Roerink as to whether or not he should continue employment. President Quisenberry asked that this be completed in five days and emailed to all council members.  President Quisenberry further noted that the monitor should have flexibility in running of the park and if the monitor were doing their job the park would run well.

B. Sign Ordinance Green

Trustee Green brought to the Council’s attention that the new tattoo parlor in town has too many signs including the new sign that was recently completed.  She noted there is a wood sign in the yard along with several others.  Manager Coy stated once the owner of Altered Ink completed the new sign the old signs would have to be taken down.  He noted he would enforce the removal of all extra signage.

Public Comments (Items not on Agenda):

No comments

Items from trustee:
Trustee Nivelt – 
Offered information regarding the Lions club’s September 12, 2009 golf 



outing and noted she has entry forms if people are interested.


Trustee Champion-   Asked for an NSP update?  Manager Coy advised:

1. The Village closed on 61 Narrin Street August 21, 2009.

2. Closing for 174 Ball Street was scheduled for September 10, 2009.

3. 21 Church Street closing would likely occur mid September.

4. Demolition for 61 Narrin could be completed in the next month or so. 

Motion by Trustee Green, seconded by Trustee Champion, to adjourn the Village Council Meeting.

All in favor, the Motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Heidi Barckholtz

Village Clerk
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