Village of Ortonville

Township Offices – 395 Mill Street, Ortonville, MI 48462

Ortonville Village Council Meeting

April 12, 2010 – 7:00 P.M.

President Quisenberry called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call:

Present:  Champion, Nivelt, Skornicka, Eschmann, Batten, Green, Quisenberry

Absent:  

Also Present: Village Treasurer – Larry Brown, Village Clerk – Heidi Barckholtz, and approximately 10 other people.

Approval of Agenda:

Motion by Trustee Green, seconded by Trustee Champion, to approve the agenda as presented.           

All in Favor, the Motion carried.

Approval of Council Meeting Minutes:
A. Minutes of the Village Council Meeting – March 22, 2010

Corrections:  None

Motion by Trustee Green, seconded by Trustee Nivelt, to approve the minutes of the March 22, 2010 Village Council Meeting.

All in favor, the Motion carried.

       B. Minutes of the Village Council Special Meeting – March 29, 2010

Corrections: None

Motion by Trustee Champion, seconded by Trustee Eschmann, to adopt the minutes as presented for March 29, 2010.

All in favor, the Motion Carried.

Acceptance Items

A. Brandon Township Fire Department Expenditures - March 2010

B. Cable Commission Expenditures

C. Brandon Township Minutes – March 1, 2010

Council Reviewed. Items Accepted


Disbursements:

Clarification sought for the following invoice(s):

#16 Oakland County Road Commission – Questioned and received clarification to whether this fee included the light being considered for removal at Mill Street and South Street.  

#13 MML Unemployment Compensation - Questioned and received clarification concerning the difference between the two amounts listed  

Motion by Trustee Batten, seconded by Trustee Eschmann, to approve the disbursements for April 12, 2010 in the amount of $ 23,712.26 with the amount of $10,127.00 to be reimbursed by NSP.

Roll Call:


Ayes: Batten, Eschmann, Green, Skornicka, Champion, Nivelt Quisenberry


Nays: 

All in favor, the Motion carried.

DPW update: 

Treasurer Brown presented the DPW update to the Council.  He noted that the DPW continues to work on drainage issues on Cedar Street, filling potholes, and cleaning curbs and streets.  Upcoming work includes repairing the drains at the ball fields and the trenching behind the DPW. Treasurer Brown also noted that Bob Hauxwell has inventoried the sidewalks and curbs in town that are in need of repair.

Public Comments (Agenda Items Only):

Pam Store – Expressed support in favor of the skate park opening.  She also noted that as a parent she would be willing to pay the proposed recreation fee if imposed.

Glynnes Hubbard – Noted support in favor of not opening the skate park.  Supports the frustration of neighbors that live near the park and would like to see it moved to the community park on Hadley Road.

Blake Nivelt - Noted support in favor of the skate park opening.  

Mark Oberry -  Noted support in favor of the skate park opening.

Unfinished Business:

A. Skate Park  

President Quisenberry opened discussion amongst the Council concerning the skate park.  Fred Waybrant recapped the meeting he, former Manager Sprague, Kathy Thurman, and Sgt. Burkett had considering the idea of cost sharing between the Township and the Village.  Mr. Waybrant noted that idea included the Village paying half of the monitor’s salary and the Township imposing a membership fee for use that would generate monies to cover the remaining salary.  Another option discussed at the said meeting included opening the park with out a monitor, having the recreation supervisor and other volunteers monitor the park through out the day, and the Oakland County Sheriff’s department closing it at night.  Discussion continued amongst the Council as to the best solution for the opening of the skate park.

Motion by Trustee Quisenberry, seconded by Trustee Champion, to have the Village open the skate park at the earliest convenience under the terms of last year’s agreement. 

Roll Call:


Ayes: Champion, Green, Nivelt, Quisenberry


Nays: Eschmann, Batten, Skornicka

Motion passed with a 4 to 3 vote.

Motion by Trustee Green, seconded by Trustee Nivelt, to continue forward working with the township to come up with ideas and alternatives for the skate park.

Roll Call:


Ayes: Nivelt, Green, Champion, Skornicka, Quisenberry


Nays: Batten, Eschmann

Motion passed with a 5 to 2 vote.

 New Business:
A. Interim Village Manager 

President Quisenberry referenced Bill Sprague’s resignation effective April 9, 2010.  President Quisenberry recommended to the Council that Larry Brown, the current Village Treasurer, fill the position as the interim manager effective immediately with the same rate of pay as the former manager.

Motion by Trustee Champion, seconded by Trustee Eschmann, hire Larry Brown as interim Village Manager at the rate of $1730 bi-weekly effective April 12, 2010. 

Roll Call:

Ayes: Eschmann, Skornicka, Champion, Green, Nivelt, Batten, Quisenberry.

Nays:

All in favor – the Motion carried.

B. Village Clerk Wages

Discussion occurred regarding the Clerk’s hours and wages during the interim.

Motion by Trustee Nivelt, seconded by Trustee Green, to increase the current Village Clerk’s wages by two dollars an hour effective April 12, 2010 in the interim.

Roll Call:


Ayes: Nivelt, Eschmann, Skornicka, Champion, Green, Batten, Quisenberry.


Nays:

All in favor, the Motion carried.

C. President Pro Tempore Election

Motion by Trustee Batten, seconded by Trustee Champion, to nominate Kay Green for Pro tem of the Village of Ortonville.  

All in favor, the Motion carried.

D. Local Bridge Funding Application

Leanne Panduren and staff from Rowe Engineering provided information regarding the last inspection of the Ball Street Bridge and the application process for possibly obtaining a grant to replace the bridge. They noted the poor condition of the bridge and that the Village is eligible to apply for the 2013 bridge grant that would cover all but 5% of the bridge replacement.  The Village would be responsible for bridge engineering cost, which is typically about fifteen to twenty percent of the bridge cost.  Rowe Engineering will complete the initial grant application for $900.00. If subsequent applications for the same bridge were needed they would cost significantly less.

Motion by Trustee Batten, seconded by Trustee Green, to approve the contract with Rowe Engineering for completion and submission of the bridge grant at the fee of 900.00.

Roll Call:


Ayes: Batten, Nivelt, Eschmann, Skornicka, Green, Champion, Quisenberry


Nays:

All if favor, the Motion carried.

E. New Copier 

President Quisenberry gave a brief overview of the copier lease that includes cost sharing with the DDA based on usage.

Motion by Trustee Green, seconded by Trustee Nivelt, to approve the new copier lease from OCE, contingent on approval of the DDA board.

Roll Call:


Ayes: Green, Champion, Nivelt, Batten, Skornicka, Eschmann, Quisenberry


Nays:

All in favor, the Motion carried.

F. Parade Permit CreekFest Run – Brandon Community Education

Motion by Trustee Green, seconded by Trustee Eschmann, to approve the parade permit for Brandon community education, Creekfest Run, as presented.

All in favor, the Motion carried.

G. Parade Permit Memorial day Parade – VFW

Motion by Trustee Nivelt, seconded by Trustee Green, to approve the parade permit for the Memorial Day Parade as presented. 

All in favor, the Motion carried.

Public Comments (Items not on Agenda):

Pam Store – Volunteered her time for the coming week to monitor the skate park.

Items from trustee:

Trustee Eschmann – Made note of the walkers he recently witnessed picking up trash and    

                                    debris in the Village.
Trustee Nivelt – 
Noted for Council “dog stations” that could be placed around town filled with plastic bags, assisting with animal waste clean up. Also referenced the Psychiatrist’s office on Mill Street that has started renovating the exterior but never completed

Motion by Trustee Batten, seconded by Trustee Green, to adjourn the Village Council meeting.

All in favor, the Motion Carried.

Meeting adjourned at 8:38 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Heidi Barckholtz

Village Clerk
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